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Become a Michigan Shoreland Steward!

Each year more and more lake front properties are being developed and natural lakefront habitats are
becoming scarce. With the decline in lakeshore habitat, lakes are being negatively impacted. Animals
such as birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fish are losing important breeding and feeding areas, and the
overall health of our lakes is in trouble. Lakefront property owners can change this trend through the
practice and implementation of lake-friendly landscaping and erosion control methods. The Michigan
Natural Shoreline Partnership (MNSP) has developed the Michigan Shoreland Stewards Program to
provide recognition to shoreland property owners for using best management practices to protect their
lake.

The Michigan Shoreland Stewards Program is a voluntary web-based survey that asks property owners
about their management practices on their entire property. This is because it is important that property
owners review all areas of management that have an impact on lake health. The property is broken
down into four main areas: the upland, the buffer, the shoreline and the lake.

Completion of the survey generates a certificate of recognition for three different levels: Gold, Silver and
Bronze. If a property does not yet meet the standards for these levels, a starter level will be indicated.
Every property is different. Some properties will qualify right away, some will need improvements, while
others may not be qualify. If a property does not meet the standards for a certificate, the property
owner will be provided with suggestions to improve. They are then encouraged to take the survey again
once they’ve implemented changes to their practices.

The Michigan Shoreland Stewards program is just one way the MNSP hopes to improve lakeshore
habitat all across the state of Michigan. If you own lakefront property and are interested in being
recognized for your good management practices or you want to see how your property rates, the
Michigan Shoreland Stewards Program is here for you!

For more information about the Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership, visit the
www.mishorelinepartnership.org or the Michigan Shoreland Stewardship Program, visit
www.mishorelandstewards.org
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